GREATER OAK HILL NEIGHBORHOOD

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

www.oakhillneighborhoodassociation.org

Minutes of Meeting:  Monday 2/23/09

Attendance:  23
The meeting was called to order by President Susan Harp at 6:10 p.m.

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted 

Treasurer’s Report:

Beginning Balance

3336.06

Expenses (Christmas party)    137.26  

Income (Dues rec’d)

    39.00

Ending Balance

3237.80

Community Police Officer (CPO):  Officer Fillmore handed out the crime stats (attached) for January 2009 and discussed them.  

There is a girl that had asked to use the phone twice after 11:00pm on Lake Dr saying that she was waiting for a ride.  Be suspicious of strangers knocking on your door, especially late at night and call 911 to report any suspicious behavior.

Beware of contractors looking for work.  Do not pay them up front or give them a big down payment.  Call 911 or Ofc. Fillmore to check into them if you are uncomfortable with them.
March 7th at Roberts Stadium is Guns and Hoses

Speaker:
Patricia Jackson & Chase Kelly from Vectren
Chase Kelly gave the presentation.

The recent ice storm led to 75,000 customers without power in January.  That is a record high.  The power lines can handle 1/8” to ¼” of ice and we had 1 ½” of ice.  Vectren is on a 5 year tree trimming cycle.  There was a lot of infrastructure damage that was not caused by fallen limbs.  Also, entire trees fell over.  The majority damage was not caused by lack of tree trimming.
Why doesn’t Vectren start replacing the above ground lines with underground wires?  For brand new developments where there is nothing but open land, they do put the lines underground.  However, it is not cost effective to retrofit lines underground.  They have 6100 miles of line in 7 counties.  It would cost $1,000,000/mile to put them underground.  That would be $27,000 per customer.  It would take 150-175 storms similar to what we just had to pay for itself.  When there is a power outage, underground lines make it much harder to pinpoint where the problem is.  To put the lines from the main pole to each individual house costs about $1,000-$2,000 on average per customer.  Customers can elect to have this done and pay for it themselves.

Vectren is constantly looking for ways to lower our utility bills.  They are a monopoly, so they are regulated.

Why is it that in other meetings there is usually an inner-city customer with a 900-1000 sq ft home that has utility bills of $900-$1000/month?  A lot of inner city homes are much older and have little to no insulation, single pane glass, etc.

Before you move into a home, check the energy bill along with checking your mortgage bill because energy costs are very expensive.

Indiana got twice as much federal money this year for weatherization of homes.  The waiting list for this is very long.

There has been a 15% increase in electricity usage in the past 10 years.  America needs to change and become more like the Europeans.  An average American house is 3000sq ft, the average European house is 1200 sq ft.  Last year America only had 2 cars on the market that got more than 40 miles per gallon.

Vectren can’t prevent a disaster.  They do however continue to maintain their equipment.  400 poles were replaced and substations were proactively maintained.  There are “auto-close” mechanisms on the lines where if a tree hits a line then it will try for 5 minutes to self-repair.  This can improve reliability.

Customers’ incomes are not increasing with the cost of energy.

How does Vectren pay for storms?  Some of the cost is absorbed and the rest is paid for with capital funds.  They are a publicly traded company so they are “for profit”.  If they didn’t make money, who will loan them money to make improvements?  They typically have a 9-10% return on investment to their shareholders. 

800 crew members were brought in from other areas.  They were surveyed before they left to see what Vectren can do better.  Some of the things are: label transformers better,  get better maps because the font is too small, get better mobile data dispatch, train more on the power on system (this system helps predict where there will be multiple outages).   
Squirrels will always be a problem.

No rate increase has been filed even though it was reported in the paper last Saturday.

Does an employee come around every month to read the meter?  Usually, but they can skip a month.  On your bill it will say actual or estimated.

Smart metering will be coming soon.  The pilot program will be in the next year or so.

The cost of gas is 70-80% of the bill.  The rest is the distribution and service charge to get the gas to your house.  Vectren makes $0 on the gas portion of your bill. It is a dollar for dollar pass through.  The delivery charge is just like paying the UPS man to deliver a package and is set by the commission.

This past December was 10% colder than normal and this January was 20% colder than last year.

Vectren buys gas in the summer when gas is usually cheaper.  They buy it on the daily spot market and on future markets to mitigate the volatility of the gas market.  More and more electric companies are using natural gas to produce electricity.  They did buy gas last summer when the prices were high and that is being reflected on our bills right now.   Vectren cannot predict the market.

Are there credits for high efficiency appliances?  Yes. [Brochure handed out] Vectren wants us to use less energy.
For houses that have had the power turned off during instances like foreclosure, what is the length of time that it can be off and not have to go through a full inspection and does Vectren determine that or the city or county?  Chase didn’t have the answer; she suggested that we call 1-800-227-1376 option 6 for the new business department.

Is Vectren using solar and wind energy?  They have currently purchased 30 megawatts of wind and they are getting ready to file for 50 more mega watts.  They believe that there is a place for coal, nuclear power, renewable power and wind all together.

Some customers have wanted to trim their own trees, but the tree trimming companies have refused to do it because the limbs were around power lines.  There are some companies that are certified to trim around power lines.  Keep calling different one in the yellow pages.  If you want to trim limbs yourself, you can call Vectren and they will de-energize the power line to your house for free while you trim your own trees.

How does Vectren determine who gets power back first?  They go for the greatest amount of customers first.  And within that they do hospitals, schools, airports, and restaurants first.

What is the average gas usage in winter (November thru March)?  The answer is about 600 therms, but there is really no “average” consumer because there are so many variables, such as how many people in your household, how many appliances you have, how old your appliances are, how much insulation you have, how old your house is, etc.

You’re a/c and furnace account for about 50% of your bill.

Does Vectren recommend tankless water heaters?  No, not for older homes because they won’t be able to keep up with demand unless you place one at each location that will need hot water.

Vectren believes in this community.  They work here and live here too.  They give money to lots of local organizations.

Were there any reported injuries in the last storm?  Only 2.  One guy got whiplash because his truck slid into a ditch and another guy cut his finger.  There were 0 deaths in the storm.  None from hypothermia.  This is due in part to the community coming together and neighbors helping neighbors.

Vectren is looking for better ways to “switch” which means they are trying to isolate the problem areas so that if there is an area of 400 customers without power, they can pinpoint the problem and get it back on for the majority of the people and only leave it off where the problem is actually at.
Old Business:
New Business:
Oak Hill rd. is closed at Bergdolt for 60 days to 4 months.  Troy Tornatta says that it should be no longer than 60 days.
Marlin Beck-House Bill 1468 passed 80 to  14 about the puppy mills.  3 dog owners called in complaining because they owned 5 dogs and were worried that they would be considered a commercial breeder.  A commercial breeder is someone that has 5 intact females and they are bred two times in one year.

The Senate Bill 23 regarding the racketeering and dog fighting died because the penalties were too strict on the people watching the dog fighting.

Jalene West from Keep Evansville Beautiful will be the speaker in March.

United Neighborhoods has a National Neighborhood Day on the 3rd Sunday in September.  And Neighbor Day is May 24th.  Be thinking of ideas and ways to celebrate these days.  A block party was suggested for Nation Neighbor Day in May.

Motion to adjourn – Roger Dixon
2nd – Tom Dick

Meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Christina Dixon, Secretary

Officers:

President – Susan Harp, lablady13@aol.com,  812-477-1142 or cell 455-5292
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Secretary – Christina Dixon, cchdixon@aol.com, 812-461-7887

CPO:  Officer Anna Fillmore, afillmore@evansvillepolice.com, 812-485-3064
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Carol Albin – Lakewood Hills
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